
CS3500 General Instructions for Lab Assignments: 

1. Download the Lab Assignment Files from the course site on WMU e-learning (a single zip file 

available under the Content tab). Unzip the files to a local directory on your computer. 

2. Files are organized by textbook chapters. When you work on an assignment, keep the original 

directory and file names.  

3. To submit your assignment, pack all related files (all directories/files needed to test your code) 

in a single zip file and upload it to e-learning (Click the Assessments tab, choose Dropbox, find 

the right Assignment folder and upload there.)   

Assignment #1: XHTML and CSS 

PART I: Share Your Travel Photos (Chapter 2, Project 1) 

Overview 

This project is the first step in the creation of a travel photo sharing website. You are asked to add a 

Related Photos section to the given page. 

Instructions 

1. Open chapter02-project0l.html in the editor of your choice. 

2. Open the file in a browser (I recommend that you use Google Chrome). You should see a page 

like the top part of the following figure. 

3. Start by adding a link to Related Photos, in the unordered list that currently contains 

Descriptions and Reviews. (You can make the href attribute point to # for the moment) 

4. Now go down to the bottom of the page and add the new Related Photos <section>. 

5. In the new section add three images from the ones provided in the images folder. Use the small 

images related-squarel1.jpg, related-square2.jpg, and related-square3.jpg in the src attribute of 

your <img> tag, but link them to the large images with almost the same names. 

Test 

1. Firstly, test your page by seeing if it looks like the one in the figure on the next page. 

2. Now check that the link correctly links the Related Photos link to the newly defined section, and 

that clicking on the related images brings up the larger versions. 

3. Validate the page by either using a built-in tool in your browser, or pasting the HTML into 

http://validator.w3.org/ and ensure that it displays the message: This document was 

successfully checked as HTML5! 

 



  



PART 2: Book Rep Customer Relations Management (Chapter 2, Project 2) 

Overview 

This project is the first step in the creation of a CRM website. In this project you will be augmenting the 

provided page to use semantic HTMLS tags. 

Instructions 

1. Open chapter02-project02.html in the editor of your choice, and in a browser. In this project the 

look of your page will remain unchanged. 

2. Reflect on why adding semantic markup is a worthwhile endeavor, even if the final, rendered 

page looks identical. 

3. Replace and supplement generic HTML tags like <div> with semantic tags like <article>, <nav>, 

or <footer> (for example). Some parts make sense to wrap inside a tag such as <section> or 

<figure>. 

Test 

1. Firstly, test your page side by side with the original in a browser to make sure it looks the same. 

2. Validate the page by either using a built-in tool in your editor, or pasting the HTML into 

http://validator.w3.org/ and seeing if it passes. You will notice to pass it must do many extra 

things like have alt attributes on <img> tags. 



 

  



PART 3: Art Store (Chapter 2, Project 3) 

Overview 

This project is the first step in the creation of an art store website. Unlike the previous exercises, your 

task is to create an HTML page from scratch based on the result shown in the next page. 

Instructions 

1. Create your own chapter02-project03.html file and open it in your browser. 

2. Add markup and content, making best guesses as to what HTML markup to use. 

3. Remember to try and get in the habit of using semantic markup, since it adds meaning and has 

no visual impact. 

Test 

1. Display your page in a browser and determine if it looks like what is shown in the next page.  

2. Validate the page by pasting the HTML into http://validator.w3.org/ and seeing if it passes. 

 

Note:  

1. Notice the accent on the letter e in the portrait title.  

2. The portrait should be linked to a larger version. Also, do not forget alt and title attributes.  

 

 



  



PART 4: Share Your Travel Photo (Chapter 3, Project 1) 

Overview 

This project updates your existing project from Chapter 2 to add some visual stylistic improvements with 

CSS. 

Instructions 

1. Use your chapter02-project01.html file from the last chapter as a starting point but save it as 

chapter03-project01.html. 

2. Create an external style sheet called reset.css that removes all the browser formatting from the 

main HTML elements and reference inside chapter03-project01.html as follows: 
html, body, header, footer, hgroup, nav, article, section, figure, 

figcaption, h1, h2, h3, ul, li, body, div, p, img { 

margin: 0;  

padding: 0;  

font-size: 100%; 

vertical-align: baseline; 

border: 0; 

} 

1. Create another external style sheet named chapter03-project01.css and include it in your HTML 

file as well. 

2. Add styles to chapter03-project01.css so that it looks similar to that shown in the next page. Do 

not modify the markup within the <body> element. Be sure to group your style rules together in 

appropriate commented sections and to make your sizes scalable (i.e., don't use pixels for font 

sizes, padding, or margins). Here's a hint for the header and footer: 
header, footer { 

color: white; 

background-color: #306271; 

margin: Oem 4em 0.5em 4em; 

} 

Testing 

1. Although an exact match is not required, see how closely you can make your page look like the 

one on the next page. Be sure to test in multiple browsers at different browser widths. 



 

 

  



PART 5: Book Rep CRM (Chapter 3, Project 2) 

Overview 

This project updates the CRM HTML page you started in Project 2.2 to add some visual style and make it 

look professional. 

Instructions 

1. Use chapter03-project02.html as a starting point 

2. Import your existing reset.css from the previous project to reset all default styles. 

3. Create an external style sheet named chapter03-project02.css and import as well. 

4. Add styles to chapter03-project02.css so that it looks similar to that shown in the next page. Do 

not modify the markup within the <body> element. This means defining styles for the header, 

footer, section, and other tags. 

2. Hint: Notice the backgrounds for each of the section headers. Use attribute selectors for the 

mail and telephone link icons as shown below: 
a[href^="mailto"] { 

background: url(images/email.png) no-repeat 0 3px; 

padding-left: 1em; 

} 

a[href^="tel'] { 

background: url(images/call.png) no-repeat 0 3px;  

padding-left: 1em; 

} 

Testing 

1. Visually compare your output to that shown on the next page. 



  



PART 6: Art Store (Chapter 3, Project 3) 

Overview 

This project builds on the art store example and lets you dig a little deeper into CSS.  

Instructions 

1. Create a new file named chapter03-project03.html and remove all default styles via a reset.css 

stylesheet. 

2. Modify the HTML and the associated CSS files so that your output looks similar to that shown in 

the following. Do not modify the markup within the <body> element. 

3. You will have to use a CSS3 feature that will require some research on your own. The 

background-size property can be used to force a background image to resize to the browser 

window.  

4. Notice that two of the blocks in the figure are partially transparent. Remember that CSS3 allows 

you to specify the alpha transparency of any color.  

5. Finally, the header uses the font Six Caps, which will have to be supplemented with other 

options in the font stack in the event that font is not present on the client’s computer.  

Test 

1. First, try resizing your browser to ensure the image resizes to fill the space, the floating objects 

position themselves correctly.  

2. Try out different browsers. 



 


